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INTRODUCTION

Throughout the nation approximately 27% of all fatal accidents fall within the 5 – 14 years old age bracket.  Many of these accidents are the result of children being struck by motor vehicles.  The administrator of a school crossing guard program for your municipality is responsible to see that the guards under municipal control are sufficiently trained for the duty of protecting children.  The material provided here is designed to help your municipality achieve a better quality safety program.

LAWS GOVERNING CROSSING GUARDS

When employing or deploying school crossing guards it is important that the program supervisor be familiar with the state laws governing such endeavors.  The following excerpts are the primary ones applicable to such school programs.  Check with the proper authority in your area for additional information.

40A:9-154.1
Adult school crossing guards; appointment; term; revocation; qualifications; supervision; and direction

The governing body or the chief administrative officer, as appropriate to the form of government of any municipality, may appoint adult school crossing guards for terms not exceeding one year and revoke such appointments for cause and after proper hearing before the chief of police or other chief law enforcement officer of the municipality.  No person shall be appointed as an adult crossing guard unless he or she:

· Is a citizen of this state;

· Is sound in body and in good health;

· Is of good moral character; and

· Has not been convicted of any criminal offense involving moral turpitude.

An adult school crossing guard shall not be a member of the police department of the municipality and his powers and duties shall cease at the expiration of the term for which he was appointed.  He shall not have the right to bear firearms or the power of arrest.

Every adult school crossing guard shall be under the supervision and direction of the chief of police or other chief law enforcement officer of the municipality wherein he is appointed and shall perform his duties only in such municipality.  He shall comply with the rules and regulations applicable to the conduct and decorum of the regular police officers of the municipality.  Before any adult school crossing guard is appointed the chief of police shall ascertain the eligibility of the applicant and make a report to the governing body or chief administrator office, as the case may be.

It is suggested that Safety Director’s Bulletins are posted on your safety announcement boards.  This bulletin is intended for general information purposes only.  It should not be construed as legal advice or legal opinion regarding any specific or factual situation.  Always follow your organization’s policies and procedures as presented to you by your manager or supervisor.  For further information regarding the content of this bulletin, please contact Conner Strong Risk Control Services at 877.861.3220.

Conner Strong Risk Control

40A:9-154.2.  Training

Every adult school crossing guard shall be trained for the proper performance of his duties and responsibilities.  Such training shall consist of: 

· Minimum of two hours of classroom instruction which shall include information on methods of traffic control along with the duties and responsibilities of adult school crossing guards. The MEL video library has a tape that helps to address this topic entitled "School Crossing Guards: Recommended Procedures & Safety Primer" Number 290.
· Minimum of 20 hours of field training in which the trainee shall be supervised by an experienced adult school crossing guard or police officer.

40A:9-154.3.  Uniform   

Before being assigned to any post, an adult school crossing guard shall be provided with a uniform which shall identify his function and which shall be distinct from a uniform of a member of the regular police force.  Such uniform shall include but not be limited to a safety vest, a hat, and breast and hat badges, which shall bear an identification number and the name of the municipality of which he is employed.

SAFE TRAFFIC STOPPING TECHNIQUES

The primary function of a crossing guard is to assist children in crossing the street at assigned times and location.  These crossing guards must become familiar with the proper methods and procedures for stopping traffic.  They must be proficient and confident in their ability to function safely in the traffic environment.

An acceptable technique for the guard to use in stopping traffic is the “gap” method, which basically involves waiting for an adequate spacing [gap] between lines of cars.  This method is safer in that it allows the guard more time to enter the roadway and initiate a stop of traffic.  The practice of stepping off the sidewalk and abruptly stopping traffic should be avoided at all times, since stopping traffic suddenly may cause rear end collisions and there is danger as a vehicle may not be able to stop short and could strike the guard.

When standing in position the guard should attempt to make eye contact with the approaching driver.  This eye contact is an important part of the technique of stopping traffic in that it re-enforces the guard’s intention to the driver and helps provide an indication to the guard that the driver is aware of the guard’s intentions.  A driver not paying attention to the surroundings will usually not make this eye contact, thus alerting the guard that the driver may not be prepared to stop.  Utilizing the extra time safety factor, the guard will then be able to leave the roadway for personal safety.

*Note: This information is presented in co-operation with the NEW JERSEY ASSOCIATION OF CHIEFS OF POLICE and the NEW JERSEY STATE TRAFFIC OFFICERS ASSOCIATION and is being submitted by Conner Strong  Risk Control for JIF member information.
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