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IS YOUR EXTINGUISHER READY FOR ACTION?

Small fires grow into big fires in a few seconds. There is only a small window of opportunity when a fire extinguisher is effective.  Because of this, knowing how to operate the extinguisher and maintaining extinguishers so they work when needed, is important. 

When purchasing extinguishers make sure that the extinguisher is U.L. listed and that is correctly rated for the area in which you intend to use it. Once that is done, continuing maintenance is critical.  Each fire extinguisher is required to be installed, inspected, maintained and tested in accordance with the National Fire Protection Association Standard for Portable Fire Extinguishers, NFPA 10.  

The following are some maintenance procedures necessary to insure that a portable fire extinguisher will operate as intended when needed:

Monthly Inspection

Every 30 days, give your fire extinguishers the required inspection or "quick check" to be sure that it is accessible and will operate. Verify that the extinguisher is in its designated location, has not been operated or tampered with and has not incurred any obvious physical damage that could prevent proper operation. NFPA 10 does not require an engineer or fire inspector for this inspection – it can be done by a building owner, occupant or a designated representative.

Annual Maintenance
Either a fire extinguisher service agency representative or a trained industrial safety or maintenance person should conduct a thorough examination of each fire extinguisher. These people should have access to the manufacturer’s service manuals. General repairs or replacement of damaged components should be a part of this examination. The annual examination will also reveal if hydrostatic testing or other internal maintenance is required.

Recharging
If the extinguisher has been used or the annual maintenance examination shows that the extinguishing agent or the expelling gas is low, the extinguisher must be recharged unless it’s a disposable type; in that case it is to be disposed of. If the agent or gas is low, hydrostatic pressure testing may be conducted prior to recharging.  Because of safety considerations and the need for specialized equipment, recharging should always be performed by trained persons who have the manufacturer’s service manuals, proper tools, recharging materials, lubricants and the manufacturer’s replacement parts or parts listed for use on a specific fire extinguisher. 

Most individuals will never have the need to operate a fire extinguisher during an emergency.  However, if the need does arise, an extinguisher that has been properly inspected, maintained and recharged when required is essential.
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It is suggested that Safety Director’s Bulletins are posted on your safety announcement boards.  This bulletin is intended for general information purposes only.  It should not be construed as legal advice or legal opinion regarding any specific or factual situation.  Always follow your organization’s policies and procedures as presented to you by your manager or supervisor.  For further information regarding the content of this bulletin, please contact Conner Strong Risk Control Services at 877.861.3220.
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