AIR BAG IN POLICE, FIRE & EMS VEHICLE
Management Information Bulletin M2004-7
Page 2 of 2


(One in a series of safety information bulletins from your Joint Insurance Fund)

M2004-7
(Page 1 of 2)

Airbag Safety in the Police-Fire and EMS Vehicle 

Please share this information with your Police, Fire and EMS Chiefs.  Also share with those people responsible for installation of equipment in vehicles.

With today’s law enforcement/Fire/EMS vehicles coming equipped with the driver and passenger side frontal airbags, some departments may have difficulty in mounting electronic equipment such as cell phones, radios, computer and laptop screens.  Experts estimate that roughly one third of the law enforcement vehicles may have mis-mounted equipment in front of the airbags.  Here are some examples of actual incidents involving law enforcement officers in vehicle collisions: 
· Officer struck in the face by radar wire when airbag deploys, damaging his sight in the right eye. 

· Officer’s rifle weapon knocked loose by deploying airbag and stuck the officer in the head resulting in a concussion. 

· Deploying airbags launch laptop screen into side of officer's head causing concussion and head laceration. 

· Deploying airbags launch laptop into officers’ face causing broken nose and several damaged teeth. 

Improperly mounted equipment in the first responder’s vehicle can cause injury to the officer and/or civilian riders in the vehicle. The mis-mounted equipment can be violently displaced by the deploying airbags in a collision.  Equipment protruding just a few inches into the airbag deployment path can make the difference and expose the officer and/or occupant at risk.

It is critical that all service technicians follow the OEM, Original Equipment Manufacturers instructions for mounting interior equipment in patrol vehicles. No equipment should be mounted in any portion of the airbag deployment path recommended by the vehicle manufacturer.  Wiring for equipment should be routed away from the deployment path. 

Since law enforcement fire-rescue and EMS vehicles are equipped with frontal airbags, side impact airbags and curtain airbags (current in these vehicles). Technicians that are mounting equipment on the sides of the interior of these vehicles must use caution to protect themselves during installation and avoid altering a vehicle safety design. 



OEM's provide instructions for interior mounting in Supplemental Owners Manuals with each vehicle. Specific instructions on how to mount after market electronic equipment is not provided.  Members who are performing their own installations of equipment should work closely with the car dealer. 

Vehicle alterations by independent suppliers or other departments must adhere to the manufacturer’s recommendations and guidelines.  Airbag mounting diagrams illustrating zones of deployments do change from year to year.  All equipment installers must respect the airbag and the airbag deployment path during equipment installation.  Special care must be taken when installing devices to insure that the airbag system in the patrol vehicle has not been jeopardized. 

When installers are unable to mount interior equipment in its location, application and permission for the passenger side airbag to be deactivated or on-off switch installation must be obtained from NHTSA at www.nhtsa.dot.gov or call 800-424-9393.  Some dealers may refuse to provide deactivation service even with NHTSA’s permission.  Consideration must also be given if the vehicle is sold to another party.  Commerce does not recommend that the airbags be disabled or that switches be installed. 

For additional sales and service information Ford Fleet Customer Services can be reached at 1-800-34-FLEET (800-343-5338) or at www.ford.fleet.com.  For GM vehicles, first contact GM Fleet services at their web site www.gmfleet.com.  For other GM fleet information call 800-FLEET-OP (800-353-3867).  For Daimler/Chrysler fleet questions call 1-800-999-FLEET or www.fleet.chrysler.com. 






It is suggested that Safety Director’s Bulletins are posted on your safety announcement boards.  This bulletin is intended for general information purposes only.  It should not be construed as legal advice or legal opinion regarding any specific or factual situation.  Always follow your organization’s policies and procedures as presented to you by your manager or supervisor.  For further information regarding the content of this bulletin, please contact Conner Strong Risk Control Services at 877.861.3220.


Conner Strong Risk Control
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