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PLAYGROUND SAFETY

To reduce the number of children being injured or killed on playground equipment, the State of New Jersey passed PL 1999 Chapter 50 Senate No. 206 in 1999.  The intention of this bulletin is to remind you of certain key deadlines that the law requires.

Effective Dec. 31, 2004 Municipalities “shall upgrade the surfacing of their playgrounds” replacement or improvement as defined by the Consumer Products Safety Commission (CPSC).

Effective Dec. 31, 2007 Municipalities must upgrade all other elements of their playgrounds to conform with the standards set forth by the CPSC. 

This bulletin provides an overview of the CSPC Handbook for Public Playground Safety. This handbook is available on line at www.CPSC.gov.

Causes of Playground Injuries 

According to the National Playground Safety Institute, the most common causes for playground injuries are: Equipment Misuse & Lack of Supervision; Poor Maintenance of Equipment & Fall Zone; Improper Equipment/Age Inappropriateness; Poor Installation; and Poor Layout (active equipment adjacent to composite units).
“Dirty Dozen” Checklist - National Playground Safety Institute

1.  
Improper Protective Surfacing
Acceptable surfaces include: wood chips, hardwood fiber / mulch, synthetic or rubber tiles / mats.  These surfaces must be maintained at the appropriate depth for the height of the equipment, be free of standing water and debris, not allowed to become compacted.

2.  
Inadequate Fall Zone

A fall zone or use zone is the area under and around playground equipment where a child might fall. There are specific distances from the equipment  (usually 6 feet) where surfacing must be in place to protect children from fall injuries. 



3.  
Protrusion & Entanglement Hazards

A protrusion hazard is a component or piece of hardware that could impale or cut a child if a child should fall against the hazard.  Some protrusions are also capable of catching strings or items of clothing, which might be worn around a child’s neck causing strangulation. 

Bolt ends that extend more than two threads beyond face of the nut and open "S" type hooks are examples of protrusions. Hardware configurations that form a hook or leave a gap between components are another example. 

4.
Entrapment in Openings

If opening is not large enough it may allow the body to pass through, but not the head of a child causing the child to be trapped.  There should be no openings measuring between 3-1/2” and 9”.

5.
Insufficient Equipment Spacing
Improper spacing between pieces of play equipment can cause over-crowding of an area, which may create several hazards. Fall zones for equipment that is higher than 30” above ground cannot overlap. Swings and other pieces of moving equipment should be located in an area away from other structures.

6.
Trip Hazards

Trip hazards are created by play structure components or items on playgrounds. Exposed concrete footings, sudden changes in surface elevations, tree roots, tree stumps, containment borders and rocks are common trip hazards.

7.
Lack of Supervision

There is a direct relationship between supervision of the playground environment and overall safety of the environment. Play areas should be designed so parent/caregiver can observe children at play. 
8.
Age-Inappropriate Activities 

Children’s developmental needs vary greatly from age two to age twelve. It is important to make sure that the equipment in the playground setting is appropriate for the age of intended user. Areas for pre-school should be separate from areas intended for school age children.

9.
Lack of Maintenance

A program of systematic, preventive maintenance must be present. 

10.
Pinch, Crush, Shearing and Sharp Edge Hazards

Components should be inspected to make sure there are no sharp edges or points that could cut skin. Moving components such as suspension bridges, track rides, merry-go-rounds, seesaws, and some swings should be checked to make sure no moving parts or mechanisms might crush or pinch fingers.

11.
Platforms With No Guardrails 

Elevated surfaces such as platforms, ramps, and bridge ways should have guardrails to prevent accidental falls. 

12.
Equipment Not Recommended for Public Playgrounds

Consumer Product Safety Commission recommends these not be used:

· Heavy Swings such as animal figure swings & multiple occupancy gliders

· Free swinging ropes that fray or form loops

· Swinging exercise rings and trapeze bars






It is suggested that Safety Director’s Bulletins are posted on your safety announcement boards.  This bulletin is intended for general information purposes only.  It should not be construed as legal advice or legal opinion regarding any specific or factual situation.  Always follow your organization’s policies and procedures as presented to you by your manager or supervisor.  For further information regarding the content of this bulletin, please contact Conner Strong  Risk Control Services at 877.861.3220.


Conner Strong Risk Control
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