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MANHOLE COVER LIFTING

Did you know that less than 10% of the male population can safely move a manhole cover using the traditional pick axe method? 

A 2003 report from the Liberty Mutual Research Institute for Safety found that “opening manhole covers was the biggest cause of accidents in the utility industry.” While many of those injured developed a lower back disorder (LBD) due to the overexertion of lifting these covers, some also suffered broken feet and broken or amputated fingers and toes, along with injuries from slips and falls that occurred during the lifting process.

A review of recent accident reports in NJ show that there have been several serious injuries reported by Public Works, Utility and Sewer Department employees while they have been involved with lifting or removing manhole covers.  Manhole covers can weigh as much as 250 lbs and demand extra care by employees when being removed or moved. Tools, procedures and training are recommended.

While lifting techniques are important to prevent accidents, it is also important to make sure that the proper material handling devices are made available.  Tools such as shovels and simple “hooks” have been the choice of most employees in the past, but there are other devices better suited and specifically made to assist with safe lifting of these heavy lids.  All Authorities and Utility Departments charged with the task of working in manholes should investigate the products available on the market and should implement the use of tools designed specifically for these purposes. Below several web sites are provided for your review.  

A few examples of the products available are shown from the USABlueBook.com Virtual Catalog.  (http://www.usabluebook.com).  The cost of these tools is incidental – they can be less expensive than one visit to the hospital.  Safety coordinators and managers are encouraged to review the types of devices that are available.   Several other resources are listed below:

http://www.condux.com/products/undrgrnd/otherproducts/lidlifter/index.htm
http://www.sewer1.com/manhole/
http://www.gmptools.com/nf/index_underground.htm
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« For manholes up to 36" diameter
* Wheel kit included

60° of leverage allows you to pick-up and swing to the side even large
mahole covers with minimal effot, Simply attach the two specially designed
manhole clips through the pick holes or around the lid and push down. You
‘can replace the lid just as easiy. Wheel kit provides stabilty and easy
removaleplecemert.

B2t MB4OTR  $36095

Deta

Manhole Lid Lifter

* For concealed pick holes only

+ Our operators say “worth every penny”

Great lever action and the wheels allow easy lid removal. The lifter is 3-'/2'
long, weighs 16 pounds. Rugged construction. For sold lids with concealed
pick holes. 175-Ib limit. Lid diameter size limit is 24",

Manhole L Liter MB-48366  $190.95

Manhole Lifter
« improved
‘hardened-steel fip
* Strong yet
lightweight
* Rocks lids off
‘without lifting
* Reinforced design
This is a great tool which can really help minimize all sorts of back and
muscle problems associated with jerking manhole covers. Do not use for
lids larger than 22" diameter.

Moo Liflr  MB25041  $14095

236 USABIueBook

Heavy-Duty
Lid Lifter

The toughest marhole covers are
easy to move with this one-piece
lte, It features a long al-steel handle
thet provides the leverage necessary
1o it the heaviest lids. For safe
storage, the steel hook recesses and
locks irto the pole. Rubber grips on
the handie and foot prevert sips

‘and cadmium-plating fights rust
42*long, 9 Ibs.

Haavy-Duty Ud Liter MB-49755 $ 129,95

Xtractor Lid Lifter

* Safe, versatile

 Unique design for two man lifting

‘The unique patented Xtractor lid liter is a must for system operators. Lifts.
‘covers with holes, bars or siots. Using this tool in a two-man configuration

is safer and easier than using conventional manhoke cover extractors.
Works especially wel on lids with two holes. U.S. Patent No. 6,595,566 B1

DESCRIPTION  STOCK#  EACH 59 19 20
Xiaotor Ld Lifer MB-27009 $%9.95  $9495  $8996  $8496

T-Lift Manhole
Cover Lifter

« Avoid back strain
« Weighs only 7 Ibs

Let the T-Lift o the dirty work| The
seven-pound T-Lift uses body weight to
fft heavy Govers, 50 you avoid the usual
bending, straining or Ifting the Iid with
your hands, The T-Lit is designed to
tnseat,lft and set down a manhole cover
in one smooth mtion. It can also be
used o clean inside the ring for a proper
resealing. Use the T-Lit Classic o it
manhole covers measring 19 to 26"
from pick-hole to pick-hole. The T-Lift
Wide-Range handles manholes up to 32",

Note: The T-Lift wil only work o lids that
have two pick-holes opposite each ather,

DESCRIPTION  COVERDIA.
TUft Clsso  191026"
U Wide-Rage 1910 32"

STOCK#  EACH
MB27014 §10495 !
MB27013 12495 s

Visit our website 24 hours a day, 7 days a week at www.usabluebook.com.
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It is suggested that Safety Director’s Bulletins are posted on your safety announcement boards.  This bulletin is intended for general information purposes only.  It should not be construed as legal advice or legal opinion regarding any specific or factual situation.  Always follow your organization’s policies and procedures as presented to you by your manager or supervisor.  For further information regarding the content of this bulletin, please contact Conner Strong Risk Control Services at 877.861.3220.

Conner Strong Risk Control

December 17,  2007

